e P
[CURRCONTEGA ET CONGrRyy |

INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF ANIMAL PROFESSIONALS

NEWSLETTER

1% Edition i June 2010

Dear Members,
We have done it! We have achieved everything
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existence and more.

| am pleased to say thatthe eagerly awaited
forum is now up and running. As | am writing
this, only ambassadors can access it but it will be
available to all our members within the next 2
weeks. The forum is such an important tool
which will enable us to communicate with each
other around the globe. Please make use of it
and tell us about your joys and frustrations of
working with animals.

We currently have 11 Ambassadors around the
world and you find their web and email details
on our webpage. We hope to recruit many more
Ambassalors in the coming year and if you can
help us in making connections with someone in
a foreign country please pass our email address

on to that person.
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In the past few days we have recruited our 100

member of ISAP and are proud to have so many
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such a short time. What a great start!

| recently received an email from our
Ambassador for Kurdistan, Dr. Sulaiman Tamar,
a vet who founded the organisation KOARP (see
his webpage for details). He kindly invited one
of our Ambassadors to visit him and his
organisation to see the important work they do
and would also welcome any volunteers to come
and work for KOARP for some time. If you are
interested in doing any voluntary work in
Kurdistan perhaps you would like to getin touch
with him. Dr. Sulaiman assured me that the area
where they work is politically absolutely safe.
Most of you will know my name from the
signature at the bottom of your certificates. |
thought it would be nice to introduce myself to

you



and tell you a little bit about me and my work.

| was born in Germany, married an Englishman
and moved to England many years ago. | have 2
grown up children and share my home with 4
Border Collies, 3 of which are rescue dogs. |
grew up with dogs and cats and haveaver been
without an animal in my life. My dogs have
taught me so much! | used to work as a lecturer

at a College and decided to have a career change

after too many years in teaching. | studied
canine behaviour and have worked as a canine
behaviourist for 7 years. It is a very fulfilling job
as it enables me to help owners and their dogs
to overcome any problems that may have
developed. It also allows me to cuddle many
dogs of all sizes and breeds. Over the last few
years | felt that there was a need to
communicate about all animals on a global scale
and out of this the idea of ISAP was born.
Hopefully you will enjoy reading our first
which contains

Newsletter interesting

contributions from our Ambassadors

worldwide. If ever you come across an
interesting article please send it in to us and we
shall publish it in the next edition of the
Newsletter.

Brigitte Barton
Executive Director
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Atewa Dotted Border (Mylothris atewa)- endangered in Ghana because of illegal logging and bauxite and

gold mining. (Photo: Szabolcs Safian)

Butterflies in decline across the globe
March 2010. Butterfly experts from around the
world gathered in Reading, UK, as evidence
mounts that butterfly numbers are declining
rapidly all around the world.

Sir David Attenborough told delegates attending

Butterfly Conservation's Sixth International

Symposium that the declines are deeply
worrying.
He said: "Butterflies are sensitive indicators.

They decline when habitats are destroyed and
when man harms the environment. We have
known about butterfly losses in Britain for over
50 years. Now there is mounting evidence that it
is a global problem."

President of B utterfly Conservation

who is President

added: "If

Sir  David, oButterfly

Conservation butterflies are
disappearing, other wildlife will be declining
too. Some will be facing &inction.”

The Symposium is the biggesever gathering of
international butterfly experts. It was called to

assess the success of efforts around the world in

meeting the United Nation's target of halting
biodiversity declines by 2010. However, the
agendareflects fears in

countries throughout Europe and as far apart as
Japan and the United States that there is still a

long way to go to achieve this goal.

declining acros:
loss of mountain habita
including as the result of ski development an
road building. (Photo: Jim Asher)

Apollo  (Parnassius
Europe due to the
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Butterflies as canaries

Sir David said: "Halting biodiversity loss is the

coming decade's great challenge. It's on a par
with getting a man on the moon in the 1960s. An
increase in butterfly numbers around the world

could be the first indication that we've achieved
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this goal. Like that first step on the moon, it

would be a giant leap for mankind."
Global problem

Dr Martin Warren, Chief Executive oButterfly

Conservation, said: "There is increasing
evidence that the problem is a global one. We
have just published a new Red List of European
Butterflies showing that around 10% of
European butterfly species are facing possible
extinction."
Worldwide declines and habitat loss

He added: "We are getting the same message
from elsewhere. Symposium delegates come
from six continents. They are all saying the

same. Declines on the scale of those occurring in

Britain and in Europe are happening in their

Sent in by our Ambassador for Nigeria:

part of the world too. Habitats are being
destroyed; butterflies and other wildlife are in
decline."

2010 Biodiversity target failure

Dr Warren said that it was already apparent that
the 2010 deadline for halting biodiversity loss
had not been met. But he added that trying to
achieve it had been important. "I think we now
know the enormity of the challenge. We must
make it a top priority in the coming decade."
Monitoring of butterfly numbers started in the
UK in 1976 and has spread around the world.
The data is increasingly vital in assessing the
success and failure of efforts to halt biodiversity

loss.

Working Animals. Including Police Dogs and Search and Rescue Dogs

In our increasingly modernized and mechanized
society, one might believe that issues

surrounding working animals are no longer
relevant. Yet battles still rage regarding carriage
horses and the conditions under which they are
forced to work. This page will explore some of
the ethical issues surrounding working animals
and the conditions they are forced to endure.

Police dogs are not often discussed as an animal
rights issue, since there are so many other issues
that affect and harm more animals.

When discussions of police dogs and animal
welfare come up, the issue is usually about
protecting the dogs while they are working in
dangerous situations, and not about whether
dogs should be used in this way.

Arguments For the Use of Police Dogs and
Search and Rescue Dogs

The use of dogs for police work and search and
rescue work can save human lives by locating
victims quickly.

Their use can also help capture criminals. If
criminals have fled on foot, tracking them with a
police dog might be the most effective way of
finding them.

Cadaver dogsz dogs trained to find human
remains z can discover human remains, leading
to crimes being solved, missing persons cases
being solved, and the return of the remains to
the family.
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Dogscan be trained to sniff out bombs, drugs or
other substances, and can help prevent crimes
before they occur.

Dogs can be sent into situations that are too
dangerous for people to enter, or tight spaces
that people cannot enter.

Dogs are faster on their feethan people, and
can chase and hold a suspect until police officers
arrive.

The dogs are trained using mostly, if not
exclusively, positive reinforcement, so abusive
training methods are usually not an issue.
The dogs usually live with their human hanters,

even after retirement, and tend to be treated
very well.

The alternatives are few. While law enforcement
has experimented with other animals (such as
vultures or wasps) for tracking, search and
rescue, and/or cadaver searching, these
alternatives all involve the use of animals.

Arguments Against the Use of Police Dogs
and Search and Rescue Dogs
From a pure animal rights perspective, the use
of dogs for human purposes violates the right of
the dogs to be free.

The dogs are sometimes bred specifidgl to be
trained as police dogs, but not every puppy is
selected to become a police dog, thus
contributing to the pet overpopulation problem.
Dogs can be killed or injured in the line of duty,
but unlike their human counterparts, they never
knowingly  consented to the risks.
If a situation is too dangerous for a human police
officer, it is too dangerous for a dog.
Criminals are more likely to kill or injure a
police dog than a police officer attempting to do
the same job. Penalties for killing or injuringa
police dog are much lower than those for killing
or injuring a person.

Police dogs have died after being left in hot
vehicles.

Brutal training methods are not unheard of. In
November, 2009, a video of a training session by
the Baltimore Police Department surfaced,
showing a dog being repeatedly picked up by the
collar and slammed onto the ground. An off
screen trainer can be heard giving instructions
to the officer handling the  dog.
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Sent in by our Ambassador for Jordan:

After weeks of rehabilitation, migratory eagle soars again [ﬁ- f
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An |rf1per|al eagle, WhICh crashed into an Amman apartment buildir
last month, was reintegrated into the wild after three weeks ¢
treatment (Photos courtesy of SPANA)

By Hani Hazaimeh

AMMAN- Three weeks of care and rehabilitation concluded a long stegver in the Kingdom for one
lucky migratory eagle.

The eagle, originating from eastern Europe, had attempted to land in a residential area in w
Amman when it crashed into a building,according to the Society for the Protection of Anima
Abroad (SPANA) branch in Jordan.

Last month, the society was informed by a citizen, who happened to be a SPANA member, th¢
eagle had hit the facade of his apartment and landed in a nearby courtgarSPANA veterinarial
Ghazi Mustafa told The Jordan Times.
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bird and examined it for injuries," Mustafa said, adding that although not injured, the eagle wasa
state of shock.

The bird was identified by the team as an imperial eagle (Aquila heliaca), and it was determined t|
the eagle was en route from eastern Europe to central Asia in pursuit of a warmer habitat.

During the flight, however, the eagle beame exhausted and attempted to land on a palm tree in t
streets of Amman and failed, the veterinarian said.
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According to Mustafa, the family who discovered the bird was initially terrified by the size of tr
juvenile eagle, which weighed in at % kilogrammes with a wingspan over one metre wide.

Although the eagle was physically fit and its wings did not sustain any serious damage, Mustafa :
it was difficult to set the bird free in Amman due to the dangers posed by electrical poles and hunt
in and around the capital
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AT LA e D Moreover, Mustafa said the bird was in shock and refused
take off despite several attempts by the society's team.
After keeping the fowl at the society's premises in Wadi Seer, the SPANA team built a special ca
house the bird inthe wildlife park at the education centre in Mugablien, in eastern Amman.
The greatest challenge in taking care of the eagle, whose daily meal consisted of more than
grammes of raw meat, was ensuring that it did not become accustomed to the presenceebple, he
noted.
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wild bird that survives by its natural instincts in hunting prey," Mustafa said.
After over three weeks of rehabilitation, SPANA drded to take the raptor to the Petra reserve ii
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flight path away from hunters.
After several attempts, the bird of prey finally took off and resumed itfpourney to warmer climates,
perhaps a bit wiser in its future selection of landing spots, he added.
The incident is not the only such case the society has seen recently, according to Ghazi. Last m
SPANA received a bald eagle from Agaba after it walsot by a hunter.
"We received the eagle as it was suffering from severe injuries resulting from a gunshot which tc
off one of its wings," Mustafa added, noting that unlike the previous case, the prospects for
injured animal to recover were dim.
O)GEEO AAOGA xA AT OI A 116 Al AT UOEEI ¢ AT A A A
SPANA, a UK charity which aims to save animals in developing countries, was founded in 192
Kate Hosali and her daughter Nina, after they withessed the mistreatmenf animals on their travels
through North Africa.
22 November 2009
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Sent in by our Ambassador for New Zealand
Reducing wildcat euthanasia through Trap, Neuter,
and Release (TNR) programs: A first attempt.

As many of you are probably very well aware, ThetermOZ£ZAOAT 6 EAO 1T AT U ATT11 OA
most of our large urban areas are also called which are negative, and indeed in New Zealand
home by large numbers of wild animals of types at least, this term is now used to describe those
that, without human causation, would most cats which have none of their needs provided by
probably not be living there at all. One of these is EOI ATO AT A AOA AAT A O1 AA A
the much loved, and in some quarters AT EiI Al 66 O1 A Al©ouriciApiaks. FIACET 1 A
unfortunately, much despised Felis catus or this reason Wellington SPCA has taken to
Domestic cat. ) referring to those cats which inhabit residential

. areas but are not handleable by humans as
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the fact that most of these animals have actually
been born without human intervention and have
been raised by their mothers in a self sustaining
manner.

Having had some association with us for around
9,000 years or more it is no surprise that where
we live, so does the cat. In most instances this is
of little issue and indeed bring great joy to
those who choose to share their space with
these incredibly complex and adaptable animals.
It is a sad fact however, that many humans are

not responsible enough to enjoy this = o =

relationship in a truly competent and sensible Regardless of their title, the fact that these
manner and through laziness, or sheer neglect, animals are so visible and numerous in many of
allow the cats in their care to slip into a state our urban and residential areas almost
whereby the animals breed excessively with no automatically leads to problems and conflict
access to adequate food or healthcare and thus, whereby many people in these communities end
slowly but surely, begin to form independent or up viewing the animals negatively and soon opt
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In my town of Wellington, New Zealand, things
are no different. There are several large, self
sugaining populations of wild cats in suburbs

around the city. One of these suburbs,
Strathmore, has had a particularly large and
gregarious population for some time now and
calls to our welfare organisation regarding sick
kittens or cats from this area have been

constant, if not increasing, over the recent years.

Along with the callers who are genuinely
AT TAAOT AA mI O OEA AT EI Al O6b
also a large number who call us with the intent
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of using us as a form of pest control agency. The
sad fact ofthe matter is that unmanaged wild cat
populations do result in increased interaction
between cats and residents, and these
interactions often carry negative connotations
such as the wild animals using their property as
A OT EiI AdDh
their cat etc.

For some reason it had become almost
commonplace for people to call the Wellington
3o#! ET 1T OAAO OIi
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most welfare organisations have enough death
and sadness to deal with on a daily basis without
providing what is, in effect, a killing service for
irritated residents.

Things reached a critical mass around the
middle of 2009 when it was proposed by the

council to attempt to eradicate as many of these
animals as possible from the area. As the leading
animal welfare organisation in the region

Wellington SPCA took it upon itself to attempt to

liaise with the council and see if we could

provide an alternative, more humane answer to

this issue.

Now many d you in the animal welfare field will
be aware of the existence of trap, neuter and
release programs having been successfully
carried out in various countries before; but
when push comes to shove, would you have the
wherewithal and drive to set one up youself? It
seemed that this situation would at least provide
the perfect opportunity for us to try.

Shortly after we submitted our proposal, the

council came back in support of the idea which,
while being of no surprise when you compare
the effectiveness of colony management to

extermination programs, is still a massive step
in getting a good ground base of support and is, |
believe, the first time a regional council has
supported and agreed to assist with the idea in
New Zealand.

There is a litany of exellent information
available both in book and internet form on the
subject of cat colony management (some of
which | shall mention at the end of this article)
and using this as well as good animal husbandry
knowledge and hard work | am pleased to say
that Wellington SPCA is in the process of
forming the very first managed wild cat colony
in the region.

The sheer scope of the issue was quite possibly
the first thing that confronted us at this point,

and how an already extremely busy shelter
working in extremely cramped conditions would
be able to successfully manage the logistical
nightmare that is: selecting an area, canvassing
all the residents, estimating the number of
animals, desexing and micro chipping all
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feeding stations, flyer drops to inform residents,
trapping the animals and transporting them to
the shelter, the surgical process itself, and
returning the cats with the appropriate level of

C EAOA OEd®An piaged bnd lalk this whils iruhring @
OEA AOAA AT énblter At deadlsdn@hA ovek 15000 Ancoinidd h

animals annually.

Thankfully our staff here are fantastic and
devoted and a small, yet determined team was
set up to manage the logistics and planning
involved in the operation. Only a few streets
were chosen to be part of the irtial colony plan
in order to keep on top of things and minimise
the chances of unexpected overloading.
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SPCA staff door knocked at every dwelling and
advised residents of the intended plan, asking
opinions and establishing those addresses that
were interested in being colony mangers. Free
de-sexing and microchipping of any owned cats
in the streets was also offered. In general,
feedback was positive, with a good number of
residents expressing great interest inthe local
cats and volunteering to be caretakers in the
colony management program.

This aspect of caretakers taking responsibility

for the animals is important in ongoing colony
management and helps to ensure all of the
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that the cats do not pose a problem to people

living nearby.




The caretaker is a person who provides food,
water and shelter for a colony of urowned,
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number of un-owned, freeroaming cats that
frequent that area seeking food or shelter. Once
these people were identifiel they were issued
with booklets advising them of their obligations,
both legal and otherwise, and giving them clear
guidelines on what to do, how to do it, and
importantly how to manage and advise fellow
residents who may have questions in respect of
the colony. An advice line to the shelter was also
set up for the caretakers to contact if they had
any questions or issues.

It is interesting to note that some preconceived
ideas or prejudices were put to rest during this
process insofar as the people wilhg to
volunteer their time and go the extra mile for
these animals were concerned. People such as
O- AOEG6 h
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children living in a low socioeconomic block of
council flats; it was him and many others in
situations of hardship who stood up to take on
the care of these animals. In fact thus far almost
every volunteer caretaker has been a male,
something in of itself that is statistically unusual
in animal welfare.

Caretakerswere also asked to identify the cats
that they recognised and given notepads to
describe and name individuals that fed there so
to enable them to notice any new arrivals in the
area. Separate feeding stations were planned,
spaced at intervals so as to keeplocal
populations in check, and prevent excessive
wandering of colony cats from area to area. Post
surgery this task will be made easier due to the
fact that all colony cats will be ear tipped for
ease of identification.

Following the appointment of caetakers and the
completion of the desexing / microchipping
campaign for owned neighbourhood cats it was
OEA OAAI 60 ET A OI
day of surgery to be put aside at the shelter for
the necessary operations ahead; not easy when
the surgery in question has to deal with
hundreds of both client and shelter animals on a
daily basis.

This achieved it was a matter of waiting for b
day (de-sex day) and making sure all involved
residents understood what was about to
happen, and that the proces would also involve
testing the cats for the contagious disease Feline
Immunodeficiency  Virus  (FIV).  Different
countries have differing issues with various

diseases, and in New Zealand it is this particular
disease that is most prevalent. Current estimate

rabde Ebdtwedni al 5%l dud 15% (nfedkidn Uate,
although this climbs substantially when the

subject group is restricted to unneutered male

cats, reaching around 30% or more. Feline
Leukaemia Virus (FeLV) in comparison has an
infection rate below 1%.

It is the current policy of Wellington SPCA not to
release individuals infected with this virus and

so it was important for the caretakers to be
aware, that should any of their colony test
positive, they may not be returning to the
location. Once again, the levedf understanding

and feedback to this difficult situation was good.

Contact was made with a fellow welfare
organisation in order to acquire sufficient traps
so that all animals in the target area were able to

A EA Admvictthal OO T T Ad ¢aptuked and processed in a single ventar
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ensuring space on the surgery lists at short
notice.

After another mail drop the preceding day
advising cat owners to keep their animals inside
if at all possible, the SPCA colony team arrived
onsite and setup and monitored the traps with
the help of the caretakers for that particular
colony. In short time 19 felines of varying ages
and sex were trapped and transported to the
SPCA shelter.
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finished and | am hgpy to report that none of

the individual colony cats have tested positive to
FIV or shown any other signs of illness or injury
that would prevent them being returned to

where they belong.

It is interesting and uplifting to note that the
veterinary staff commented on the excellent
health of all the individual animals, noting ideal
body condition for most; somewhat of a tribute
to the dedication and care already provided by
the caretakers in the community.



